Appiieation No. 1 0/524 ,068 Docket No,r 2079870204622-1150 

Amendment dated December 17, 2007 
Rep [y to O ffice Action of October 1 2007 

REMARICS 

Irt: the Office Axrtim, claims 14, 16, 21-23 are \\dthdxawii ft^ consideratioii pursuaiit to 37 
CFE l J42(b) as beittg dmvm to a noneleoted mv-^ntian. Claims 12, 13, 17-20, and 25 were rejected 
under 35 U.S.C, 1 02(e) as being anticipa;ted by Whippie, et al 

In this response 5 no axnendments have been made. A listing of claims nevertheless has been 
provided for the Examiner • s GpnvenienGe. 

RecQiisideratipn of the appiieation in view of the following remarfcjj is respectfully 
requested. 

Withdrawal of elaims 14. 16. and 21-23: 

In the attached Listing of Claims, Applicants have indicated that claims 14, 16, 21-23 have 
been withdrawn. Applicants note however tliat all of those elaims depend fi^om independent elaim 
12. Therefbre, should indepertdetit claim 12 be allovmble over Whipple et aL^, as argued below, 
claim 12 would serve as an allowable linking cJaim and J^plicam reserve the right to have claims 
14-, 21-23 reinstated at that tiiiie. 

Rejections under 35 U.S>C> §102(e>in view of Whipple et al: 

GMrns 12, 13^ 17^20, and 25 were rejected ur^er 35 U,S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Whipple et aL 

Whipple et aL describes a quick connect terminal for an electric power switch. According to 
the Examiner, Whipple discloses housing 1 7, first connection device 551 1, second connection 
device 5522, contact carrier 53. The Examiner also asserts that Whipple discloses a screw clamp 
terminal at col, 3, lines 11-15 and connection terminals associated with a second pole. 

Ittdepend€?irt cla 12 recites an electrical switching deyice haying at least one pole^ that 
includes at le^st the following elemetits: 

a housing including an insulating material; and 
an incoming terminal contact and an Qiitgoing terminal contact 
associated with a first pole, each of the terminal contacts including a 
respective first connection device disposed inside the housing and 
configured for connection of a respective first external electrical 
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Gonduetor, at least one of the terminal oontacts mcluding a respeetive 
seGond coiinection device disposed inside the housing and cQnfigured 
for pluggable eonnectiGn of a respective second eieetrxGal caiiductGr. 

Applieants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not asserted that Whipple et al, 
discloses at least one terminal contact that includes both a first eomieetion device configured for 
connection to a first external conductor and a second eonuection device configured for pluggable 
eomieetion of a respective second electrical; conduetor as recited in independent claim l^ , and thus 
bm fkiled to make a prima facie aiiticsipafion rejection. AppUoants furthermore submit that Whipple 
et ai. does tiot disclose a t^OTtiinal coiitaet having such first ami second connection devices. In 
Wlipple et aL there is no suggestion tl^^ is corifigured for co^m 

a first external electric conductor while 5522 is configured for connection to a respective second 
extenial conductor, or that any of the spade terminations 5511 5512, 5521, and 5522 shoiild be 
cpiineeted to more than one external electric conductor. Indeedi, a person of ordinary skill in the art 
would understand that the Whipple et aL quick connect terminal 15 is designed to connect to a 
single external conductor. Accordingly, Whipple et al. cannot infringe claim 12 orany of its 
dependent claims. 

FurthermGre, with respect to claim 17, Applieants respectfully submit that Whipple et aL 
fails to teach the additional features that the "first cormection device includes at least one of a screw 
clamp terminal, a spring clamp terminaL and an insulation-piercing terminal. " Instead, Whipple et 
al, merely describes spade teiroinatipris 551 1, 5512, 5521^ and 5522 as conneGtion devices of a 
terminal cQntaet. There is no suggestion for any of the types of terniinal$ recited in claim 17 . 
Contraiy to the Exaiiiiner^s asseilion W^ aL does iiot describe a screw ciain|) term^ 

Furthennore, the statement at column 3, lines 1 1-15 to a "Gonventibnal teiiilinal or a quick cotmect 
tenninar'' does not refer to a terminal contact having these two types of temiinals. hut rather to two 
sepatate terminal contacts, Nor is it reasonable to ^sume that "conventional tenninar' refers to a 
screw clariap terminal given the express teaching away a screw clamp temiinals at column 1 , lines 
32-33 ^'preferably without the need for a too! such as a screv^iver." Acep;ndingly, clairn 17 is not 
anticipated by Whipple et aL for at least that additional reason. 
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M^repvetj with respect to claim 19^ Appiicants submit that Whipple fails to teach that the 
respective seCiOnd ''connection device includes at least one of a receiving hole and a lateral cutovit 
configured to receive a resf?eotive male cotttacl connected to the respective second electrical 
conductor." On the contrary, Whipple et ah merely teaches male connection devices iii the foiiii of 
^pade terminations 55 1 1, 5512, 5521^ and 5 522 as part of terminal member 49 and does not suggest 
th0 t^rniinal memb incltjde also include a; feniale connection device. AcGordingly, 

Whippte ah caimot inftinge claims 19 aad 20 for that additional reason. 

For at least the above reasoiis, therefore, "v^dthdrav^ai of th^e rejections to clairns 12, 13^ 17- 
20, and 25 imder 35 U.S.C. 102(e^ is respectfully requested. 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the above remarks, applicant believes the pending application is in condition for 
allowance. 

Dated: December 1 7, 2Q07 Respectfully subinittedy 



By_ 




Thomas P. Canty 

Registration No . : 44,58^ 
DARBY & DARBY P.G, 
P.O. Box 770 
Church Street Station 
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(212)527-7700 
(212) 527-7701 (Fax) 
Attomeys/ Agents For Applicant 
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